
HERMON HUTCHENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
-End of the Year Review FY 22

Hermon Hutchens finished the 2021-22 school year in busy fashion. Lots of field trips to the
beach and around town. It was a great way to cap the ending of the school year, which saw
the end stages of the Covid pandemic and a return to normalcy for our students and staff.
As we look forward to next year we are excited to incorporate our school wide theme
“Nautical” into all we do.

The year started with Covid dictating absences in both students and staff, making it hard
day to day to keep consistency, as the Covid dissipated absences improved. Next year we
look forward to seeing an increase in attendance.

We have continued to find value in our weekly video assemblies. The assemblies continue
to incorporate student PSAs contributed from our student leadership group, as well as high
value SEL lessons from Ms Guisti, our school counselor.

The fifth grade trip was a wonderful way for our students to end their careers at HHES.
Students and parents fundraised the entire cost of the trip. More importantly students had
to maintain high academic and behavioral standards to remain eligible to go. I was
fortunate enough to be asked to chaperone and I was impressed with how well the
students represented the school and how resilient they were with the inclimate weather.
The trip was a lot of fun for the kids. As a continued theme of back to normal our fifth
graders returned back to HHES to finish out school and their transition to the middle
school, which included a fly up, lunch up at the middle school with their new Bigs
(incoming eighth grader). The “Bigs and Littles” program brought incoming eighth graders
to the elementary to meet their new Littles and participate in bonding activities. To cap off
a busy transition to middle school the 5th graders were promoted in traditional fashion and
they were able to cap their promotion off with a pizza party at the Teen Center.

With one group leaving we also saw our kindergarteners promoted to the first grade,
offering parents a glimpse of many more firsts to come and Leslie Bauman one last
opportunity to have her students perform in front of parents before officially retiring. We
will sure miss both retiring teachers Ms Bauman and Ms Keeney as they both left last marks
on the schools.

The year saw a return to many large in-person gatherings including our Winter Music
Concert, Family Literacy night, and of course the Sock Hop. All of these events were very
well attended. Students were able to participate in the Battle of the Books as well as the
spelling bee, highlighting lots of extra studying outside of the classroom.

After school activities included after the bell study hall, running club, cross country skiing
and band/choir. It was a joy to see how many students participated night after night.
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Beyond the rigors of Covid teachers worked hard with the support of Melissa Reese to
finish our ELA curriculum and recommend resources needed to teach said curriculum to
the school board. Teachers spent a lot of time discussing, researching, and debating the
strengths and weaknesses of each program before making their decisions. Next year we are
excited to dive into the new resources and put them to use with our students.

We will spend more time in the fall as a staff looking at the School Climate and
Connectedness Survey as we map out goals for the school year. Our Maps scores are strong
but more time will be needed for the staff to look at where we can more diagnostically help
our students continue to make solid growth. I was happy with my initial look at the results
which show solid foundational skills. Our third grade team of teachers continue to deliver
solid reading and math skills, often finding areas where students are not keeping up and
helping students over that final hump and ensuring they can read by the end of third grade.

To cap off my report I wanted to share some of the great things my teachers shared as part
of final checkout, I shared them in the following bullets. The comments do a great job of
collectively summing up our year at HHES. Thank you for your support this school year, we
look forward to some well needed rest, as well as seeing our new floors and furniture in the
lunchroom and library.

● League of Extraordinary Gentleman Club in Fourth Grade- Taught young men
strong social emotional skills to assist them as they develop social emotional skills.

● School wide theme was fun and was incorporated into many lessons.
● Family reading night and how well it was attended.
● Having a school nurse
● Staff collaboration
● Having in person education throughout the year was huge win
● Working with a strong team and having team members for support
● Students learning to write different poems. Our novel study on Lemonade Wars- the

students loved the book!
● Small group time with the kids
● A sense of normalcy as we finished the school year
● Moving our planning period before student arrival has vastly increased the amount

of time students spend with their classroom teacher for explicit instruction while
maintaining access to high quality specials time as well.

● High quality specials time
● Scheduling services was easier this year with a common specials time in each grade

band.
● Everyone's adaptability to the changing schedules and circumstances absolutely

2



HERMON HUTCHENS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
-End of the Year Review FY 22

amazed me.
● Teamwork
● There was a lot less chaos in the classroom.
● I had great relationships with my students and parents. I made a conscious effort to

use a Kagan structure with almost every lesson.
● My teacher buddy was the BEST!
● After Bell Music had 37 students that stopped in to give extra music a try.
● A handful of students have decided to play in the GMS band next year.
● Having three lunch periods helped reduce lunch behaviors.
● Having three recesses helped improve student attention and mood.
● Feels like we have moved beyond Covid.... fingers crossed
● Getting to know staff and school dynamics.
● I had a very supportive and open team
● We laughed, cried, and truly cared for each other.
● I also appreciated the flexibility to be creative with lessons and incorporate more

hands-on activities.
● A school nurse who absolutely rocks!
● Staff who go above and beyond to support student needs.
● Student academic and behavioral growth
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Sincerely,

Jason Weber
HHES Principal
907-835-4728
Jweber@valdezcityschools.org
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